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The Young Spiritans
Julian Dyer, Neil McNeil (2008)

T

he Young Spiritans is a group of
Neil McNeil students founded upon
a single idea: Through education,
we as students can help other children
escape the clutches of poverty.
It is all too tempting to let ourselves, or
make ourselves, forget that there is another
world out there in sharp contrast to our
own. My first experience with this disparate world of poverty was in Kenya last
August on a Free the Children schoolbuilding program. For me, the experience
of being able to witness firsthand the power
of education and the hope it brings to the
destitute was far too poignant and powerful not to act on.
And so began the Young Spiritans, a
group of Neil McNeil students who committed ourselves to make a difference in
the lives of other students by tackling the
problems of poverty and lack of education.
Many people, allow themselves to be intimidated by the enormity of the problems,
especially students who have always been
told that they have no influence. We decided that if we don’t act now, then who will
act? And when?

children, they are still children, not
statistics, and need to be given the
right to dream like children anywhere else in the world. We feel
that the greatest gift that we can
give to students facing dire poverty
is the gift of hope — hope for a better tomorrow. In a developing
country, one way to bring hope to a
desperate situation is education.
Wanting to give our group a
Neil McNeil twist, and to reflect the
similarities between our goals and
those of the Spiritans, we chose the
name Young Spiritans. With fourteen student members and two
teacher moderators, we set ourselves the
goal of raising enough money to build at
least one schoolhouse in Kenya, in association with Free the Children. Each schoolhouse costs approximately five thousand
dollars to build and is capable of accommodating up to thirty students. As well as
education, schools provide social interaction with other children and a nutritious
lunch program, often the only one they get
on a daily basis.

Give children the right to dream

Raising funds

Our group took the attitude that, while
the issues are monumental, no action is insignificant. As students we can make a difference in the lives of other students. We
feel that, while we will never meet these

In order to achieve our goal, we organised a number of fundraisers in the school
and in the wider community.
Our first and longest running campaign
is the Brick by Brick program which provides an opportunity for students, teachers,
parents, alumni and community residents
to buy a “brick” that goes in a display case
on a poster of a school. The brick itself is a
paper card with the name of the donor, an
optional personal message and the
amount donated. We plan to continue
the Brick by Brick initiative for the
whole year, and if the poster can be
filled with bricks, it will be nearly
enough to fund one schoolhouse
on its own.
We also brought back the 24
Hour Famine, an event that has
traditionally been extremely
popular with the students. It

26

did not disappoint, and all who participated enjoyed student designed activities
based around the developing world, and
watched movies based on our theme. It
raised well over a thousand dollars, thanks
in large part to the teachers who gave up
their Friday nights to supervise.
And of course there was the inaugural
Kiss the Squid fundraiser, where students
used their spare change to vote on which
“lucky” teacher would end up under the
mistletoe with a sea monster at the Hooley.
Needless to say it was an instant classic.

Raising awareness
While raising funds is clearly a critical
goal of our group, we also put a lot of emphasis on raising awareness. We feel that by
showing students the inequality that exists
— where some children seem to matter
more than others — we can influence them
towards a life of social action. We visited
every homeroom in the school with a video
showing the situation for children in the
world, and what an impact education can
have in their lives.
We hope that as Young Spiritans we have
left our mark in some small way on the
world. All it takes to change the world is the
courage to act. With the support necessary
to accomplish our goal, we can bring education to the destitute, and leave them with
aspirations to a brighter future. If nothing
else, that alone makes it significant. ■
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